Glossary of Terms
This glossary is applicable to the documents issued by the Midwives Council of Hong Kong, including the “Handbook for Accreditation of Midwives’ Education Programs/Training Institutes for Midwives Registration”, the “Handbook for Accreditation of Clinical Training Sites for Midwives Registration”, etc.
	Admission
	The process by which a person gains entry into a midwifery program as a student.


	Assessment
	The processes used to evaluate student performance and progress in achieving learning outcomes and demonstrating required competencies.


	Clinical placement/ Clinical practicum

	Setting where midwifery care is practised; includes institutional and community settings.

	Clinical practice/
experience
	Student time in midwifery practice settings for acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and behaviors, and demonstrating competency in the practice of midwifery. 


	Clinical training site
	The health care facilities accredited by the Midwives Council of Hong Kong to provide clinical component of the midwifery education program.



	Competence
	The combinations of skills, knowledge, attitudes, values and abilities that underpin effective performance in a professional area.


	Competencies 
	Attributes of a person which result in effective performance.


	Competency-based education
	Teaching, learning and assessment activities that are sufficient to enable students to acquire and demonstrate a predetermined set of competencies as the outcome of learning.


	Continuity of care
	Continuity of care is provided throughout the antenatal, labour, birth and postnatal period.



	Core-competency 
	The essential competency that a Registered Midwife is expected to possess at entry to practice as an outcome of their midwifery education in order to provide the public with safe, effective and ethical midwifery care. 


	Curriculum
	A systematic process that defines the theoretical and practical content of an education program and its teaching and evaluation methods.


	Education institute/ Training institute


	An institution that provides an accredited midwifery program.




	Education standard
	A norm/uniform reference point that describes the required level of achievement (performance) for quality midwifery education.


	Evaluation
	A systematic process for collecting qualitative and quantitative data to measure or evaluate performance in relation to an agreed standard or specific competencies.


	External review of midwifery program
	An evaluation of a midwifery program by qualified midwifery reviewers who have no role, responsibility, or conflict of interest within the program being evaluated. 


	Family
	A small social system in the form of a household, made up of individuals of strong reciprocal affections and loyalties, and with a lasting relationship. 


	Family-centered care


	The primary focus of care is on the woman and her family. 



	Guideline(s)
	A detailed plan or explanation with illustrative examples of actions: a series of steps to implement a standard.  By definition, a guideline is never mandatory in contrast to a “standard” that is expected to be met.


	Health professional
	An individual who is educated in a health discipline and licensed/regulated to practise that discipline, e.g. midwives, nurses, clinical officers, physicians. 


	Holistic care
	Refers to all dimensions of care: psychological, social, physical, spiritual, sexual and cultural, and the context in which care is delivered.



	Informed choice
	Providing woman with complete, relevant and objective information in a non-authoritarian manner to facilitate the woman to make her own choice. 



	Midwife 
	A person whose name is entered upon the register of midwives under Section 8 of the Midwives Registration Ordinance, Cap. 162, Laws of Hong Kong. 


	Midwife clinical assessor
	A midwife who meets the criteria and is appointed by the Midwives Council of Hong Kong to conduct clinical assessment for Registered Midwife training.



	Midwife clinical mentor/clinical teacher
	An experienced midwife engaged in the practice of midwifery who is competent and willing to teach, observe and evaluate midwifery students during their practical/clinical learning.


	Midwife teacher
	A qualified and competent midwife who has successfully completed a program of study and/or demonstrated competency in teaching that includes the art and science of curriculum development, methods of classroom/theoretical and practical teaching of adult learners and methods of measurement and evaluation of student learning.


	Midwifery education
	The process of preparing individuals to become competent midwives and to maintain midwifery competence.


	Midwifery faculty
	The group of individuals who teach students in a midwifery program, including midwife teachers, midwife clinical preceptors/clinical teachers, and experts from other disciplines. 


	Midwifery philosophy
	A statement of beliefs about the nature of midwifery education and midwifery practice. 


	Midwifery program/ Midwives’ education program
	An organized, systematic and defined course of study that includes didactic and practical learning needed to prepare competent midwives.


	Midwifery stakeholder
	Any person(s) or organization who influences or can be influenced by the midwifery program’s decisions and actions.


	Program provider
	Any person(s) or institution who organizes and conducts midwifery program or midwives’ education program.



	Quality improvement
	An ongoing process for determining the effectiveness of actions and making needed improvements. 


	Student midwife
	A person whose application for training in midwifery is approved by the Midwives Council of Hong Kong in accordance with section 9 of the Midwives (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation, Cap. 162C, Laws of Hong Kong.


	Training school
	An establishment declared by the Midwives Council of Hong Kong to be a training school for midwives in accordance with section 8 of the Midwives (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation, Cap. 162C, Laws of Hong Kong.



(November 2011)
1

