Midwives Council of Hong Kong

Instructions to Candidates for Midwives Council Examination

I. INTRODUCTION
The Midwives Council Examination is divided into two parts: the written examination and the Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE).

II. WRITTEN EXAMINATION

The written examination covers multiple choice questions, long and short essay questions. 

A. BEFORE THE EXAMINATION
1.
Candidates should report to the place of examination 15 minutes before the starting time of the examination.

2.
A candidate who arrives late will be asked to give a satisfactory explanation to the Presiding Invigilator.  Except under exceptional circumstances, any candidate who is more than half an hour late will not be admitted.

3.
No candidate will be admitted to the examination centre without the Notice of Examination Arrangements bearing her Candidate Number.  

4.
Candidates should bring their own pens, ball pens, pencils, rulers and rubbers.  Candidates are not allowed to write their answers in pencils, except in multiple choice questions or otherwise specified.

5.
Candidates are NOT allowed to carry anything in the nature of books, papers or electronic/communication devices into or out of the examination room.  Any other possessions brought into the room must be left at the places as specified by the Council assistant.  Candidates found using these devices during examination will be disqualified from the examination. 

B. DURING THE EXAMINATION
6.
No candidate is allowed to leave the examination room within the first half an hour and within the final 15 minutes of the examination.
7.
Candidates should pay particular attention to any general directions given either on the front sheet of the paper or at the beginning of the first page of the paper (e.g. directions regarding the number of questions to be answered).  Candidates should also listen carefully to the Presiding Invigilator’s announcements.

8.
Read the questions very carefully.  No marks will be given to irrelevant answers.
9.
Write the Candidate Number in clear figures in the space provided on the answer book Cover.  Do not write the names or initial on the cover or on any sheet.

10.
The question should not be copied out, but the number of the question must be written in the margin of each page.  Use a new sheet for a new answer.

11.
Candidates may answer the questions in Chinese or in English.  However, candidates should note that they have to use the same kind of language for the written examination and the OSCE.
12.
The questions may be answered in any order.  Sketches and diagrams may be written in pencil.  Write clearly and legibly. 

13.
Drafts written in the answer book should be crossed out if they are not intended to be part of the answers. 
14.
A candidate requiring more paper or requesting the assistance of the invigilators should hold up one hand but remain seated.

15.
Candidates must put down their pens immediately when the examination finishes.  Candidates who fail to do so may be disqualified.

C. AFTER THE EXAMINATION
16.
At the end of the written examination, candidates must remain in their seats until they are told to leave by the Presiding Invigilator.

17.
Candidates must hand in the answer books with their Candidate Numbers filled in, even if no work has been attempted.  They must also return to the Presiding Invigilator the question papers and any paper given to them at the examination, whether used or unused.  
18.
Candidates should leave the examination room and the premises adjacent to the hall quietly.  No loud talking will be allowed.
III. OBJECTIVE STRUCTURED CLINICAL EXAMINATION (OSCE)

A. GENERAL


1. OSCE is an objective structured clinical examination to assess clinical competence.  It consists of 8 – 10 stations, including written and interactive stations.  Preparatory or rest station may be arranged before the interactive station.  Candidates must attempt all stations.
2. For written station, the question paper will be posted on the desk, with or without other accessories. Candidates are not allowed to write on the question paper or take away any materials from the station. 

3. Questions for the written station may cover book knowledge, data interpretation of laboratory result or CTG tracing, problems identification from antenatal or postnatal record, uses of instruments, etc.
4. For rest station, no question paper or instructions are given.  Candidates may take a break or use the time to check for their answers.

5. Preparatory station is usually arranged before an interactive station. Instructions will be clearly written. Candidates should read the instructions carefully to prepare for the task in the next interactive station.

6. Interactive station is conducted by examiner, with or without a role player.  Candidates may be asked to handle a situation and answer related questions raised by the examiner, or to perform a task. 

7. The total time of the examination may vary, depending on how many stations have been arranged.  The total time of examination may range from 60 – 80 minutes.

B. BEFORE THE EXAMINATION
8. Candidates should report to the place of examination 15 minutes before the time printed on the Notice of Examination Arrangements.  No candidate will be admitted after the examination has started.

9. No candidate will be admitted to the examination centre without the Notice of Examination Arrangements bearing her Candidate Number.  
10. Candidates should bring their own pens, ball pens, rulers and rubbers. 

11. Candidates are NOT allowed to carry anything in the nature of books, papers or electronic/communication devices into or out of the examination room (including the waiting room).  Any other possessions brought into the room must be left at the places as specified by the Council assistant.  Candidates found using these devices during examination will be disqualified from the examination. 

C. DURING THE EXAMINATION
12. All stations are arranged in sequence. Candidates may be required to start from any station and attend subsequent stations in sequence.

13. Each candidate will have only one answer book that consists of answer sheets for all stations. The candidate should bring the answer book along to all stations. 

14. Candidates will be given time to fill in the cover of the answer book and should be careful to put the answers into the correct answer sheet for a particular station. 
15. Time allowed for each station is 6 minutes.  A signal is given at the start of the examination, and will be given every 6 minutes afterwards.  After the starting signal, the candidate should proceed to answer the questions and may not leave the station until she hears the signal to move on to the next one.

16. Rough work or drafts should be written at the blank page provided at the back of the answer book.

D. AFTER THE EXAMINATION
17. At the end of the examination, candidates must hand in the answer books with their Candidate Numbers filled in, even if no work has been attempted.

On completion of the examination, candidates may be required to stay in a waiting room until they are informed to leave the examination venue.

E. ILLUSTRATION OF OSCE SETTING
The following flow chart illustrates the arrangement of the written and interactive stations, and how candidates should move during the examination.  
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IV. SAMPLE QUESTIONS ON WRITTEN OSCE
QUESTION 1

Mrs Yuk, a 26-year-old primigravida, attends the antenatal clinic at 30 weeks gestation. Examination reveals that her blood pressure is 160/100 mmHg and urine albumin is +ve. She is then admitted to the antenatal ward.

1. What is her problem?   











(1 mark)

2. List 3 clinical signs that indicate her condition is deteriorating.     


(3 marks)

3. Name 3 maternal complications of this condition.  





(3 marks)

4. An ultrasound examination is done for her. 

List 3 purposes of this examination.








(3 marks)

QUESTION 2
Look at the diagram before answering the questions.

[image: image1.jpg]



1. What is the use of this set of instrument?





    
(1 mark)

2. Name 2 prerequisites for this procedure.
                         

(1 mark)

3. What is the purpose of this procedure?       


           

(1 mark)

4. Name the most common indication for this procedure.                

(1 mark)

5. How would you interpret the result of this test?                       
(3 marks)

6. List the management plan for the various test result.                

(3 marks)

V. GENERAL REMINDER
1. Do not leave any answer sheet which you have finished in such a position that other candidates can read it.  Any candidate who is found giving, or attempting to obtain help, or who is found to be acting dishonestly in any way, will be reported and may be dismissed from the examination room or disqualified.
2. Personnel at the examination center should not be held responsible for candidates’ belongings.
3. As a general rule, examination will be held as scheduled when the Typhoon Signal No. 3 or below is hoisted, or the Amber or Red Rainstorm Warning is issued, but will be postponed when the Typhoon Signal No. 8 or above is hoisted or the Black Rainstorm Warning is issued.  You are advised to listen to the radio or watch the television for the Council’s announcement.  However, once the examination has commenced, candidates are expected to sit through the examination even though the Typhoon Signal No. 8 or above, or the Black Rainstorm Warning has been hoisted / issued. 
4. Past written examination papers can be downloaded from our website www.mwchk.org.hk .
(Last updated: March 2014)
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	Write the candidate number into the boxes.

Fill in the frame under each box.

請將考生編號填於空格內。
並依編號把下列空格塗黑。
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	1.Fill in the answer frame completely.

請將空格填滿如下。
Right ▆
對

	2. Complete the form in HB pencil.

請用HB鉛筆填寫。
	3. Do not fold or staple.

請勿將此答案紙摺皺或釘上釘書釘。
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